
SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN

EARLY INTERVENTION

New Research & the New DEC Position Statement



DEC EARLY INTERVENTION SPECIAL

INTEREST GROUP (EI-SIG)

Rachel Moyer-Trimyer

IDEA Part C Specialist

Early Childhood Intervention

Texas

Rachel.Moyer-
Trimyer@dars.state.tx.us

Dana Childress

EI Professional Development 
Consultant

Partnership for People with 
Disabilities at VCU

Virginia 

dcchildress@vcu.edu

mailto:Rachel.Moyer-Trimyer@dars.state.tx.us
mailto:dcchildress@vcu.edu


WHERE ARE WE GOING TODAY?

Review recent research 

from the Early 

Childhood Personnel 

Center (ECPC)

Review the new 

DEC position 

statement

Brainstorm how 

states might use this 

info!



FEEL FREE TO CHAT TODAY!

What is your role 

in early 

intervention?





What Do We Know 

about 

Special Instruction 

in the US?

www.ecpcta.org



ECPC Research Question #1: 

What are the special instruction 

(SI) minimum degree 

requirements across the 50 

states?
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Chart A

Citation:  Parks, S., Kong, N., Horn, E., Lindeman, D.P. (2014, October) State Requirements for Part C, Special 

Instruction Providers. Poster presented at 2014 Division of Early Childhood Convention, St. Louis, MO.



ECPC Research Question #2: 

What are the special instruction 

providers’ titles across the 

states? 
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ECPC Research Question #3: 

What are the types and number 

of primary disciplines that 

can provide SI across the 

states? 
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THE ROLE OF SPECIAL

INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

New DEC Position Statement

2014



POSITION STATEMENT WORKGROUP

EI-SIG develops a workgroup that is 

tasked with considering the role of special 

instruction.

Workgroup members begin meeting 

monthly to draft an opinion paper.



POSITION STATEMENT WORKGROUP

Work shifts to developing an official DEC 

position statement

 In-depth discussion continues monthly 

among a dedicated group of professionals



WORKGROUP MEMBERS

Potheini Vaiouli
Janet Banks

Tricia Catalino

Michelle Gatmaitan

Chelsea 

Guillen

Cori Hill

Rachel Moyer-Trimyer

Sue Olsen

Stephanie Peters

M’Lisa Shelden

Kimberly Travers

Sarah 

Walters



POSITION STATEMENT WORKGROUP

Position Statement is sent out for DEC 

membership review

Membership feedback is incorporated

DEC Executive Board reviews the 

statement



POSITION STATEMENT WORKGROUP

Statement is published on DEC’s website: 

http://www.dec-sped.org/papers

Zero to Three endorses the statement ! ☺

http://www.dec-sped.org/papers


Download from 

the DEC 

Position 

Statements 

and Papers 

page at 

http://www.dec-

sped.org/papers

http://www.dec-sped.org/papers


THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

5 KEY SECTIONS

 How SI is defined & described

 Recommendations for professional 

preparation & qualifications

 Description of the role of the 

special instructor in the EI process

 Statement about the uniqueness of 

SI

 Appendix: What is Special 

Instruction?



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

HOW IS SI DEFINED & DESCRIBED?

 Described SI in the context of 

recommended practices

 Reviewed the federal definition 

 Acknowledged differences among 

states



What is Special 

Instruction called 

in your state??



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

HOW IS SI DEFINED & DESCRIBED?

“Special instruction is an early 

intervention service that 

focuses on promoting caregiver-

child interactions and 

supporting caregivers in 

learning new strategies they 

can use to enhance the child’s 

development and participation 

in the natural activities and 

routines of everyday life.”



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

PROF. PREPARATION & 

QUALIFICATIONS

Minimum of a Bachelor’s degree

 Early Childhood Special Education

 Inclusive Early Childhood 

Education

 Special Education

 Early Childhood

 Child Development, or

 Infant Mental Health

with a concentration or state 

certification in EI



What knowledge 
& skills do you 

think special 
instructors bring to 

the EI team?



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

PROF. PREPARATION & 

QUALIFICATIONS

Knowledge & Skills:

 Part C requirements

 Typical and atypical development 

and learning in all areas

 Functional assessment of 

development across domains 



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

PROF. PREPARATION & 

QUALIFICATIONS

Knowledge & Skills:

 Developmental disabilities in the 

0-3 population, and 

 Specialized instructional strategies 

to help young children learn. 



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

PROF. PREPARATION & 

QUALIFICATIONS

Foundational Competencies:

 Promoting caregiver-child 

interaction

 Facilitating the capacities of 

families to adapt routines & 

activities

 Integrating all areas of 

development for a holistic view of 

the child



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

PROF. PREPARATION & 

QUALIFICATIONS

Foundational Competencies:

 Utilizing adult learning approaches

 Understanding how cultural 

diversity affects family interactions 

and intervention practices, and 

 Using effective teaming practices



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

ROLE IN THE EI PROCESS

 Child Find & Screening

 Referral & Intake

 Evaluation & Assessment

 Development of the IFSP

 Implementation & Service 

Delivery

 Transition



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

UNIQUENESS OF SI

 Integrate knowledge across 

domains

 Knowledge of family-centered 

practices and techniques for 

supporting the learning of the 

caregivers, and 

 Skill in using instructional 

strategies to promote child 

learning through adapting natural 

activities



THE ROLE OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION IN EARLY

INTERVENTION

APPENDIX

Special instruction is...and is not…

 Professional qualifications

 Service delivery & teaming with 

families

 Teaming with other service 

providers



How Can We 

Support Others in 

Using the Position 

Statement?

Your thoughts?



IDEAS from DEC 

Conference:

State ICCs 

can reflect on 

state practices

Universities 

can use with 

students

Post on 

state Part C 

websites as 

a resource

Generate 

discussion in 

states re: 

qualifications 

& role

Guide hiring & 

training (state & 

local)

Discuss in 

CoPs or 

focus groups



OUR IDEA: 

Develop a Companion 

Document to Support 

States 

What do you think 

should be included?



UPCOMING ACTIVITIES IN 2015

Feb 4th 2:00-3:30 EST

Applying DEC Recommended Practices

May 6th 2:00-3:30 EST

Service Coordination

Aug 5th 2:00-3:30 EST

Frequency & Intensity of Early 

Intervention Services



WANT TO JOIN THE EI-SIG?

Early Intervention Special Interest Group 
http://www.dec-sped.org/ei

DEC Early Intervention SIG 
https://groups.google.com/a/dec-
sped.org/forum/#!forum/dec-earlyinterv-sig

Division for Early Childhood – Early 
Intervention SIG

https://www.facebook.com/DivisionOfEarlyChildhoodEa
rlyInterventionSig

Follow us @DECEISIG

http://www.dec-sped.org/ei
https://groups.google.com/a/dec-sped.org/forum/#!forum/dec-earlyinterv-sig
https://www.facebook.com/DivisionOfEarlyChildhoodEarlyInterventionSig

